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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT/REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Robert Barrett on 5/22/01 . 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 2fTlinesl,2: delete the entire phrase " 5 each part being separately stored from the 
other part until use, the solutiop-" from lines 1,2 of Claim 21. 

jPMmJl.tine^?: after "7.6" but before the period mark insert the following: 



- ; wherein the first part and the second part are separately stored from each other until 



use 



Examiner notes that the above amendment is solely for the purposes of clarifying claim 
language is not intended to change the scope of any patent protection provided therein. Further, 
it is noted that After-Final Amendment (5/16/01) has been entered. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The present invention 
as amended is directed to a two-part bicarbonate containing solution comprising a first part 
housed in a first container including an alkaline bicarbonate concentrate having a pH from 8.6 to 
10.0, and a second part housed in a second container including an acidic concentrate having a pH 
from about 1 .0 to 3, the pH of the acidic concentrate effective to obtain, when the two parts are 
mixed, a solution having a pH of 6.5 to 7.6; a two-part bicarbonate containing solution 
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comprising a first part including an alkaline bicarbonate concentrate having a pH from 9 to 10.0, 
and a second part including an acidic concentrate having a pH from about 1 .3 to 2.5, the pH of 
the acidic concentrate effective to obtain, when the two parts are mixed, a solution having a pH 
of 6.5 to 7.6, wherein the two parts are stored separately from each other until use; a two-part 
bicarbonate containing solution comprising a first part housed in a first container including an 
alkaline bicarbonate concentrate having a pH from about 9 to 10.0, and a second part housed in a 
second container including an acidic concentrate having a pH from about 1.0 to 3, wherein the 
mixed solution contains the claimed amounts of bicarbonate, calcium, sodium, magnesium, 
potassium, chloride, lactate and acetate. 

In consideration of Amendment (5/16/01) and in reconsideration of the prior Office 
Action and response thereto, the claimed invention, as amended, is not expressly disclosed by the 
prior art. Further, the formulating the bicarbonate solution at the claimed pH range 
unexpectedly results in a two-part dialysis solution which does not require the addition of carbon 
dioxide or the use of a gas barrier to stabilize the bicarbonate solution (See Amendment 
(5/16/01), pgs. 3-5, Amendment (12/18/00), pgs. 5-8). As such, the claimed invention, as 
amended, is deemed allowable over the prior art. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 





Application/Control Number: 09/393,743 
Art Unit: 1616 



Page 4 



Conclusion 



A facsimile center has been established in Technology Center 1600. The hours of 
operation are Monday through Friday, 8:45 AM to 4:45 PM. The telecopier numbers for 
accessing the facsimile machines are (703) 308-4556 or (703) 305-3592. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frank Choi whose telephone number is (703) 308-0067. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
Supervisor, Mr. Jose Dees, can be reached on (703) 308-4628. 
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